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pation. People meet together to be pleased, cheerful,
and easy. Even the Scotch pride has its uses by
putting the poor often on an equal footing with the
rich. A Douglas or a Scott would consider themselves
on a par with persons of the highest title and rank ;
their education is equally good, their society the same,
their spirit and love of their country possibly much
greater. Almost every family can boast of heroes in
some generation, which excites emulation, and nothing
is so uncommon as to see idle men and listless manners.
All is energy, and everyone has some object in view to
exercise his faculties and talents. I must say, at the
present time I think the race very superior to the
English, who are too far gone in luxury and dissipation
to be agreeable or happy. Morals here are certainly
very good, and yet the manners are much more free,
and one scarcely ever meets with affectation and airs.
People meet like friends, and not with a cold bow and
a distant curtsey/

The chief or only drawback to the pleasant impressions
conceived by Lady Minto of the society into which she
was now thrown consisted in the strength of the poli-
tical antipathies existing there. < The Lord Advocate
would hardly praise the " Pleasures of Hope " the other
day when I dined there, because Mr. Campbell had been
thought democratical, which I thought carrying pre-
judice rather far; and, after all, it seemed only sus-
picion, though probably a man of genius and talent who
felt a claim to notice from his superiors in rank which
he did not meet with, and with an irritable temper,